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Lord of comfort, healing and peace, 
· We pray for all who are struggling to cope, those affected by the breakdown of family relationships, domestic abuse and poverty .


We pray for all who are battling with addiction, or are suffering from any form of physical, emotional or spiritual oppression; 

[bookmark: _Hlk160184187]Lord of all hope, give them strength, courage and healing.

[bookmark: _Hlk160184222]Lord Jesus, we especially pray for all those on our Prayer Tree, those named in our service intercessions, those in our community who are ill and those we know personally who are suffering at this time.

We pray for all who are mourning the loss of a loved one:  
Lord God, we pray for Your comfort and peace for all those who grieve and give us the wisdom to know how to minister to them.  

The Lord bless you and keep you .
The Lord make His face shine upon you and gracious                                                                                         to you . 
The Lord turn His face to you and give you His peace."
Numbers 6: 24-26

For Prayer Tree requests please message or ring John : 07757968574





Jesus appeared to His disciples and followers for forty days after His resurrection – from Easter to Ascension Day – and spoke about the Kingdom of God (see Acts 1: 3)





(Jesus told them) …” you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.
(Acts 1: 8, 9 NIV)








And then, 10 days later……



Lord Jesus, hear us as we pray for:
· The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (AGM) Monday 27th April in Church at 7pm. Lord God, give us ears to hear Your voice directing us, eyes to see the vision You have for St Thomas’ Church and community and give us the courage to make decisions in line with Your will and purpose for us, St Thomas’ and all the community around us.
· The members of the PCC – especially those voted on this year. We give thanks to all those who have served on the PCC and the wardens team in this past year. 

· Every Sunday service – Holy Communion at 10.30am, praise, worship and teaching at 6pm - with Holy Communion every first Sunday of the month at 6pm. We hold before God the midweek BCP Communion service. Lord, accept our worship and help us to grow in faith and love for You and for each other.

· 14th May – ASCENSION DAY – the start of 10 days of prayer from today to Pentecost under the banner “Thy Kingdom come”.

· Saturday 16th May – the Diocesan BIG DAY OUT 11am to 3.30pm outside Blackpool Church (St Johns). A party celebrating 100 years of the Blackburn Diocese. Pray for all those coming from all over the Diocese to join in the celebration.

· 24th May PENTECOST – may we be open to God the Holy Spirit and all the gifts God gives to us in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Pray for those coming forward for baptism and especially tonight for those being confirmed in their faith at the 6pm service. We welcome Bishop Joe tonight; he will be confirming the candidates.

· 31st May TRINITY SUNDAY – we praise You, O God, Father Son and Holy Spirit. 

Hear us Lord Jesus, as we pray;
· For our Bishops Philip, Jill and Joe.
· For our church family here at St Thomas’, may we reflect the life and light of Jesus to the community we serve.  

For our Church, our Community and the world
Hear us Lord Jesus, as we pray for :
· our Vicar Dave, Alison and Josh.
· Steve & Lisa, for their work with Life Association in India
· Marlis in her work with Interserve.
· Nicola, our Community Engagement Worker.
· all those who lead services, preach the word of God, prepare intercessions and lead worship in music and song.
· those who prepare the church for services, lay the Communion table, assist in Communion and clean and tidy up after services.
· all those who offer hospitality in church, for those who provide refreshments after services.
· all our outreach and supportive ministries -Brew and a Chat (Mon afternoons); Tuesday Church – meeting after school; Toddler group (Thursday mornings in the Parish Centre; a Cuppa and Games (Thursday afternoons); Bereavement group (Friday mornings).
· all Bible Study groups including the new ‘Out of the Box’ group meeting every other Monday afternoon.
· our Lay Ministers, Licensed and Authorised; for the Pastoral Team, for all those who visit the sick and housebound; for Pauline, our Anna Chaplain (ministry to those who are older and those who are vulnerable).
· those who work in the office, looking after church admin, finance and hall use. For those who produce reports for the PCC and church meetings.
· the cleaning team (Tuesday mornings in church) and the gardening team (Thursday mornings).
Hear us Lord Jesus, as we pray;
· For a just and lasting peace wherever there is conflict, where lives are being lost because of war, where homes are being destroyed and wherever there is hatred. We pray for God’s lasting peace and that His justice may rule the hearts and minds of all those in power.

· For strong, servant hearted leaders for all nations, whose focus is on the common good not selfish greed and ambition.
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